Report on the Village of Anmore Council Meeting 

(April 13, 2010)
Acting Mayor Kerri Palmer-Isaak called the meeting to order promptly at 7:00. All four Councillors, the Village Chief Administrator, Mr. Howard Carley, and the Village of Anmore Planning Consultant, Mr. Michael Rosen, a number of presenters, and approximately 20 Anmore residents were also in attendance. 

There were no minutes to approve. As well, the reports of the Community Security Committee and the Emergency Preparedness Committee were received. 
Petitions and delegations:

There were three delegations. The first speaker was Darren Woodworth, Program Manager for TransLink. 

Delegation One: Mr. Woodworth was invited to Council to discuss truck prohibitions and speed bumps on East Road. He explained that Anmore has 11.4 lane kms in the Major Road Network (MRN). The three roads that are included in the Major Roads Network are Sunnyside Road, East Road, and Bedwell Bay Road. He explained that according to the South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Act: 
· “MRN municipalities cannot take, authorize or permit any action that would reduce people moving capacity without TransLink approval. [Section 21 (1)]. 
· MRN and all other municipal roads – municipalities cannot take, authorize or permit any action that would prohibit truck movement without TransLink approval. [Section 21 (2)].
Mr. Woodworth explained the TransLink engagement and approval process 

to Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak. Councillor Sedergreen presented a very cogent historical perspective on the evolution of traffic on East Road and asked Mr. Woodword if he had any suggestions to slow down traffic. 
Councillor McEwen indicated that he had talked to the Manager of Roads and Infrastructure Planning and was under the impression that there was not much flexibility in TransLink policies on the installation of speed bumps. Mr. Woodword indicated that ‘not all speed bumps were created equally.’ He suggested that the Village open an ongoing dialogue with himself and Mr. Zein, TransLink Manager of Roads and Infrastructure, to look for solutions to ensure compliance with the legislation.
Delegation Two: The next delegation included two members from the Coquitlam RCMP. They had been invited to Council to discuss traffic calming and enforcement. Constable Colin Kent reported that the RCMP has recently been very visible and active in the School Zone near Anmore Elementary School, especially during the times when the children are either coming to, or leaving school. They have recently issued 130 tickets. 
Constable Kent also indicated that the Tricity Speed Watch will be clocking traffic on East Road. This group has 60 volunteers and is the largest in British Columbia. Based on their findings, the RCMP will decide on the nature of the enforcement. 
Delegation Three: Anmore resident, lawyer Mr. Larry Barron, proposed wording for a resolution to solve the current impasse about requiring the Anmore Times to account for the $3,500 grant that it receives from the Village Anmore before passing the budget. 

In the interest of due diligence and accountability, Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen have been asking for the budgets and expenditures of all grant recipients, including the Anmore Times.

Mr. Barron also asked that the Village lawyer, who has been asked to comment on his paper on the legal status of the Anmore Times, be sent the detailed financial information. He explained that a lawyer’s legal opinion is only as good as the material that s/he gets and that every time a lawyer comes back for more information it costs the Village more money. 

Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak indicated that the letter with Mr. Barron’s paper had already been sent to the Village solicitor. Councillor Piamonte put forward a motion to send all relevant financial data to Mr. Murdy, the solicitor who acts on behalf of Anmore. The resolution was defeated with Councillors Palmer-Isaak and McEwen opposed.

Councillor McEwen proposed that the Village staff put together a clear grant application package for all groups applying to the Village for funding. This package would include proposed budgets, business plans, and a required follow-up report on expenditures. 

Tabled Items:

(a) East Road Restrictions – Correspondence from TransLink was removed from the table and staff was asked to forward a letter to Mr. Zein, TransLink Manager of Roads and Infrastructure, to open the discussion referred to under Delegation One above.

(b) The Creation of a Task Force to Investigate the Anmore Renewable Energy Foundation remains on the table, as does:

(c) Policies for Council Meetings and Public Question Period.

Mayor’s Report:

Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak reported on a meeting to discuss the draft Metro Vancouver Solid Waste Plan. She also reported that the Councillors had received hundreds of e-mails from people opposing the garbage incineration and disposal plan. Ms. Palmer-Isaak said that she was surprised to learn that 30-40% of our waste is organic (20% food, 5% vegetable waste, the remainder, wood). She proposed composting strategies for the Village and collaboration with SD-43 on their food and waste disposal plans.
Councillors’ Reports:

Councillor McEwen indicated that SD-43 was currently meeting and the discussion of the Middle School was on the agenda. He also referred to a question of the availability of bus service to Anmore Elementary. 

Correspondence: 

Council received correspondence from the Union of British Columbia Municipalities declaring May 16-22, 2010 as “Local Government Awareness Week’.
Bylaws: Village Planning Consultant, Mr. Michael Rosen, made a presentation on the rationale for proceeding with Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 494, 2010 designed to address Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Targets, Policies, and Actions.

Mr. Rosen indicated that the Province has set targets for a 33% reduction in Green House Gases by the year 2020, and to reduce them by 80% by 2050. These targets are in both building improvements and transportation. 

 He indicated that the size of Anmore houses and the number of large vehicle, one passenger automobiles and trucks in Anmore will make it very difficult to achieve these targets. 

The Anmore Advisory Planning Commission has recommended that Anmore try to reach these targets relative to housing emissions, but given the rural nature of Anmore and the limited access to public transportation, that the targets be somewhat lower for transportation.
Councillor Sedergreen asked what the penalty would be for not complying. Mr. Rosen said that a large number of municipal planners had asked the same question and that the reality is probably ‘nothing’. He did say, however, that the province might require municipalities to be working towards their targets in order to get grants, or that the province might create a list of municipalities not in compliance. 
Council unanimously approved a motion to proceed with the by-law. The Public Hearing will be held along with the April 27, 2010 Anmore Council Meeting. As well, staff will refer the by-law to Metro Vancouver, Belcarra, and Port Moody for comment.
New Business: 
Ms. Pam Blackman offered, on behalf of the Anmore Times, to host the All Candidates Meeting for Mayor on April 29, 2010. Councillor Palmer-Isaak indicated that this would interfere with the SVFD Trustees Meeting. The date was changed instead to April 26, 2010.
Public Question Period:
Several residents spoke about varying issues. The meeting then adjourned shortly after 9:00 pm.

