Anmore Regular Council Meeting Report
September 13, 2011

Mayor Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, September 13, 2011. All five members of Council, Anmore Chief Administrative Officer Howard Carley, Anmore Manager of Public Works Tim Harris, and approximately 20 Anmore residents were present.

The Agenda for the meeting was approved with a request from Councillor Piamonte. He indicated that David and Susan Butterton might be late to the meeting and they wished to speak on Item 7 (b) the proposed Anmore Noise Control By-law. Mayor Anderson agreed to postpone the item until they were present. 

The first item was a delegation from Mr. Glen Bohnet, of Royal LePage Real Estate to request that Council approve a 12’ x 8’ sign for the Pinnacle Ridge Development. The Anmore signage by-law allows for 4’ x 4’ signs and 4’x 8’ signs with approval for 1 year with a $500 payment. Mr. Bohnet indicated that, as a marketing expert, he believed that Pinnacle Ridge is a $30 million premium development requiring large and quality signage.

Councillor McEwen indicated that he too has marketing expertise and he thought that an 8’ x 4’ sign would be fine. Tongue-in-cheek, Councillor Piamonte indicated that we don’t need a ‘Jimmy Pattison billboard’, and that a 12’ x 8’ sign was just too big and inconsistent with Anmore green goals. Councillor Sedergreen asked about the current 4’ x 8’ provincial signs on East Road for the construction. Tim Harris indicated that these would soon be removed. 
Mr. Glen Bonhet indicated that they were keen on marketing the Pinnacle Ridge sites as soon as possible. CAO Howard Carley indicated that Pinnacle Ridge is not yet an approved subdivision. A 4’ x 8’ sign was approved for 1 year. Councillor Isaak abstained because of potential perceived bias.

Mayor Anderson forgot to open the floor to questions from the public and, when reminded, deferred questions about Pinnacle Ridge until Public Question Period at the end of the Regular Council Meeting. Ms. Ruth Foster, co-founder of Mossom Creek Hatchery, which was severely damaged by the previous steep slope washout from Pinnacle Ridge, was unable to stay until the end of the meeting to ask her questions.
Next on the Agenda, Mayor Anderson indicated that the LMTAC paper was not on the Agenda. At the August 9, 2011 Regular Council Meeting, in response to a request from Councillor Piamonte that members of Council be given time to read the LMTAC paper from Belcarra Mayor Drew, Council had voted to:

DEFER THE LMTAC DISCUSSION PAPER UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13th, 2011, AND HAVE STAFF POST ONTO THE WEBSITE FOR RESIDENTS TO COMMENT.
In response to a request from Councillor Piamonte at this meeting, Mayor Anderson also asked staff to put the paper on the Village website.

The Minutes of the August 9th Regular Council Meeting were not approved. They were sent back to staff for changes pertaining to the vote by Mayor Anderson, and Councillors Isaak and McEwen, to censure Councillor Piamonte. 

The next item on the agenda was the proposed Anmore Domestic Waste Collection and Disposal By-law No. 514.2011. This by-law was similar to the old one but requires that residents use containers for garbage bags. Mr. Harris indicated that there are plans to introduce green composting, and bear proof containers, next year. Councillor Isaak indicated the priority for passing this by-law because of all the recent problems with habituated bears. Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen indicated that there are no provisions in the by-law for bear problems, other than the use of containers. Anmore Manager of Public Works, Tim Harris, said he would consider the advice and prepare a revised draft of the by-law. 
A draft proposal of the revised Anmore Noise Control By-law was considered next. Mr. Harris talked about needing ‘teeth to enforce the by-law.’ Mayor Anderson talked about acceptable levels of resident noise – children playing and home construction. 
Councillor Piamonte commended Mr. Harris for his work on the by-law and indicated that he thought the problem was more to do with developers’ noise outside of acceptable hours. He indicated that in his research into enforcement in other jurisdictions, there appear to be three methods of enforcement 1) a set fine for an infraction, 2) a sliding scale with increasing fines for 2nd, 3rd, etc. offences, and 3) a discount for paying a fixed fine early. Mr. Harris indicated that the current $100 fine is not enough to deter offenders. Councillor Piamonte said by-law enforcement of all by-laws, including the noise by-law, is a big issue in Anmore, especially in a number of areas largely related to construction, noise, parking, and riparian areas, sedimentation, and tree cutting infractions, etc.
Councillor Isaak indicated that the fines should be ‘break even’ and cover the costs of enforcement. Councillor McEwen asked about construction noise out of the approved time if the resident is their own contractor. Mr. Harris indicated that across the board it should be related to building permits. Councillor Piamonte proposed tying the enforcement by-law to the fines by-law. He said that maximum fines are listed in the Community Charter legislation for BC. 
Anmore resident David Butterton spoke eloquently on the need to segment stakeholder populations in the by-law. He said that there should be different rules for groups such as: developers, residents, visitors, and film makers. He also spoke about the need for a graduated fine system for 1st, 2nd, 3rd offences, etc. Mr. Butterton indicated that he had looked at Port Moody and Coquitlam fines of up to $2000 per infractions meted by authorized by-law enforcement officers. 
Councillor Sedergreen proposed that Council set up a Working Group on By-law Enforcement. Councillor Isaak suggested that Mr. Butterton should chair this Working Group which he agreed to do. Councillor Isaak was concerned about a Working Group being able to report before the election. Although he supported the idea in principal, Councillor McEwen was concerned about the availability of residents to serve on such a Working Group. He indicated that he had been trying to convene the Recreation Group for three months. Councillor Sedergreen said that he was in favour of establishing a Working Group on By-law Enforcement. He saw no reason that such a Working Group could not report to the newly elected Council. 
While all of the Councillors appeared to be in favour of establishing a By-law Enforcement Working Group, Mayor Anderson was not. She requested that Mr. Harris revise the proposed by-law and bring it back to Council one more time.
There were two items of correspondence to be received. Councillor Sedergreen asked that a letter from the Mayor of Burnaby that was sent to Mayor and Councillors on the Translink be added to correspondence received. East Road resident Pam Blackman spoke to her request to disallow a proposed noise barrier fence by one of her neighbours. 

This item had been referred to the Public Works and Transportation Committee of Council co-chaired by Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen. Councillor Piamonte presented a report from this committee relative to this issue. He said that the Committee was unable to advise Council without further information on 1) the actual noise levels, 2) Village liabilities if the fence is on Village land, 3) considerations of the height of the current concrete retaining wall, and 4) the resident’s plans for the fence on his own land if his current proposal is not accepted. Councillor Sedergreen wondered why this item was even being considered by Council rather than staff since it was not an issue of policy. Mayor Anderson referred the item back to the Public Works and Transportation Committee for a recommendation once they have all of the information.
The letter from the Mayor of Burnaby was linked to Agenda Item 11 (a) under New Business ‘Translink 2012 Base Plan and the 2012 Supplement’. Burnaby Mayor Corrigan was concerned about the cost of Smart Cars and Fair Gates when Translink money is needed for other priorities such as the Evergreen Line. The Council members, other than Mayor Anderson, seemed to support a user pay 2 cent tax in gasoline, rather than a tax of $23 per year for every $600,000 assessed value of homes.
Under Mayor’s Report, Ms. Anderson indicated that other than a Youth Appreciation party celebrating 10 years, it had been a quiet month. She reminded everyone of the ‘Ma Murray Day celebrations on Sunday, September 18th at the Village Hall. Councillor Isaak reminded everyone that the Terry Fox Run starts at 11:00 on Sunday before the Ma Murray celebrations. She also indicated the need for more student buses. Councillor Piamonte indicated that in addition to his earlier report from  Public Works and Transportation Committee, that the Emergency Preparedness Committee is working on prioritizing the Community Wildfire Action Plan (a booklet was sent to residents in a mail drop from the Committee), and they are preparing for Ma Murray Day. There was no administrator’s report. 

In Public Question Period, Anmore resident Larry Barron, who had patiently waited to speak about the Pinnacle Ridge Development when Mayor Anderson forgot to ask for questions from the Public after the presentation by the Pinnacle Ridge realtor at the beginning of the meeting, presented a Google Earth photo

to Council members. He was very concerned about the potential removal of 2/3 more trees from the development when houses are built. 

Councillor Sedergreen wanted to know if Fraser Heath still approves septic tank installations. CAO Howard Carley indicated that there is a new regime requiring engineering reports. 

Mr. Barron is very concerned about the need for Development Permits in Anmore. He said that neighbouring communities require Development Permits for steep slopes, and that on the Anmore OCP Pinnacle Ridge is shown as a steep slope. He said that since the Pinnacle Ridge washout on January 7, 2009, he has seen no evidence of further protection of the downhill residents, or the Mossom Creek Fish Hatchery. 
Councillor Piamonte asked if the property owners who had damage in the 2009 washout had been compensated yet. CAO Howard Carley indicated that there might be some issues still outstanding in the courts however a number of residents did their own repairs. He also indicated that Pinnacle Ridge had paid the Village $150,000 for work carried out to prevent further damage.
Councillor Sedergreen is concerned about the need for provisions for the future protection of the down slope residents. Anmore resident, Mr. Charles Christie, said that he used to be a logger. He indicated that tree roots are entwined and he could anticipate problems with trees falling on houses. He reminded Mayor Anderson of the difficulties with steep slope development in Aspenwood where this actually happened.

Mayor Anderson then reminded the Public that this was the last time that the Public will be permitted to speak at a Council Meeting before the upcoming municipal election. The meeting was then adjourned.

