Electricity Comes to Anmore

[image: image1.jpg]THE MURRAYS always had a thing about ‘the land’. This was what they could afford in 1916. This
property is behind the Imperial Oil plant at Ioco. It had been naval reserve, and the land clearers
often found iron round shot from the warships anchored in Burrard Inlet for gunnery practice. The
entire area had been logged off at the turn of the century, and forest fires did the rest.





Everything’s up-to-date in Kansas City – and Anmore too. The high tension power lines were carrying power from Buntzen Lake to Vancouver – why not to Anmore, Margaret wondered. “We could have those gals in the chicken coop producing eggs around the clock.”
At this time in the ‘Dirty Thirties’ B.C. Power was not exactly clamoring for the business from a smattering of poverty-stricken homesteaders on the Anmore Hill – but Peg had a plan. She enlisted an enthusiastic young salesman by the name of McDonald to traipse door to door with her to every house and shack in the neighbourhood. Their purpose was to sign every homesteader “who could afford to pay a light bill on contract to buy one electrical appliance on terms.”

With a mitt full of contracts and a pot full of down payments, Mrs. Murray marched into the B.C. Power Offices. Plunking her enticements on an administrator’s desk, she demanded that the power company step down a local transformer for domestic use in the village.
The first night the power was turned on so was every light throughout the Village. Like a modern day housewife, every lady had the ‘Campana Italian Balm Theatre’ playing loudly in the parlor. 

Rather than labour saving washing machines, irons and pumps, most folks had bought radios – mantle jobs that looked like squatty gothic windows. Amos & Andy, Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, Fred Allen, Billie Hassel at the Province station, and Billie Brown at CKMO enthralled the local listeners.   Indeed, when local radio celebrity Ray Mackness got married in New Westminster more than 2000 ‘Vancouverites’ showed up.
