Emergency Preparedness Working Group – Status  Update - March 30, 2010
Council started the process of setting up the Standing Committees in January of 2009. After many iterations,  the  Councillors were assigned by the Mayor to the various Standing Committees followed by a mail drop asking for interested volunteers to serve on these committees.
At this point, Council became mired in discussions and varying perspectives on the roles and makeup of Standing and Select Committees. Eventually this was seemingly resolved and an Open House meeting was held on Saturday March 21st, 2009 to give interested residents an opportunity to find out about the various Standing and Select Committees.
In May the Emergency Preparedness,Protective Services and Block Watch Standing Committee (later renamed the Community Security Committee) met and developed the terms of reference for the proposed Emergency Preparedness Select Committee.

Councillor’s Piamonte and Sedergreen brought forward the motion to Council to establish the Select Committee on Emergency Preparedness. Council defeated this motion and the two Councillors resigned because of the lack of support and apparent non-confidence.
This resulted in a complete review by Council of the Committee structure proposed by the Mayor. This was tabled by the Mayor at a meeting held on July 7, 2009 and accepted unanimously by Council.
The Community Security Standing Committee, co-chaired by Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen, would have as its Working Groups Block Watch, Protective Services and Emergency Preparedness. A little over a week later, on July 16 the Community Security Standing Committee met to develop and revise the Terms of Reference for the Working Groups which were brought back to Council on  August 11  for acceptance.
At this same July 7 meeting, it was also decided that a mail drop would be sent out at the beginning of September to recruit interested members of the public to join in the various Committees or Working Groups.
A total of 9 residents submitted applications for the Emergency Preparedness Working Group, all of which were reviewed and accepted. Unfortunately, Linda Weinberg was not able to carry through with her commitment, but the rest of the Working Group has been diligently working as a team to organize, train, and prepare for any unforeseen catastrophe in Anmore.
The Working Group is made up of a diverse and committed group of residents – the Block Watch Coordinator, a Block Watch Captain, a Career Firefighter/First Responder, two Sasamat Volunteer Firefighters/First Responders, a Scout Leader, two Teachers, a Medical Doctor, a Nurse and an Administrator. Fortunately for the group, three of the members were on the previous committee and have been invaluable in helping the group get up to speed.
There were many problems that surfaced during our initial inventory and review of the current state of preparedness – supplies were stale dated, blankets in storage were chewed and full of rat feces, radios were inoperable, satellite radios were not only inoperable but the Village had been paying a $69.00 a month subscription fee for no service. The current Emergency Preparedness Manual was out of date – particularly with respect to contact lists.
The Working Group has identified and prioritized the various action items required for areas such as Command Center Location, Equipment and Supplies, Training and Orientation, Development and Maintenance of Relevant Lists, and Research and Review. Each of these areas has been delegated to various members of the Working Group who are working very diligently to enable us to produce an updated plan. 
Meetings have been held once a month from October to January – the next meeting is scheduled on March 22 at 7:30 in the Village Hall – members of the public are always welcome to attend. Starting in April meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month.
Submitted by Councillor Mario Piamonte

