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To the Mayor and Council of Anmore:

It is with some regret that we, the Anmore Garden Club, will be withdrawing our volunteer services in assisting with the maintenance of the Anmore Spirit Park, and are therefore returning the funds issued for this purpose. We wish to thank the Mayor, and the Council members and Finance Committee members who supported our request for funding.

In explanation of this decision it is necessary to give a bit of the history of the Spirit Park and the Garden Club's connection to it.

The community 'spirit' of Anmore was certainly present when the park was started many years ago. Huge numbers of volunteers including councillors, the mayor and families from all over Anmore gathered to create a space in which to hold large gatherings. A few years later the Anmore Garden Club was formed and its members volunteered to tidy up the park before special community events such as the popular Easter Egg hunt, Canada Day and Ma Murray day. We also worked with the Anmore Youth group and Anmore Elementary students on various park projects. To assist us in our efforts we requested and were given a small yearly fund to draw on for well-documented purchases.

Perhaps there has been a misunderstanding of our role. We would like to point out that we were not 'hired' to do full-time maintenance, nor are we 'professionals'. We are a small group of volunteers. Most of us have our own properties, families, other jobs and volunteer work. We did not necessarily 'enjoy' working in the park in all weather, but as in the case of most volunteers, we did not expect anything in return. This was our contribution to the Village. We knew that our efforts were appreciated by most.

 So it was with disbelief that we learned that in a meeting of the Finance committee held on October 6th, Councillor Sedergreen and Councillor Piamonte voted against our request for funds. Witnesses at that  meeting have stated that Councillor Sedergreen questioned our worth and went so far as to have had a picture taken of the park showing weeds as evidence of the poor quality of our ‘work.’  We have found this attitude offensive and unworthy of a public servant. We question if it will be possible to find gardeners who can maintain the park to such a high level of expectation given the scope of the job and the budget available. Our fear is that, like the community spirit, the park will be allowed to deteriorate. A continuing lack of support whether it be for certain volunteer groups, or for other projects in the public interest, is not conducive to building a strong community. Attracting volunteers is necessary for a small village with a small budget so we can only hope that such behavior can be curbed and that more respect will be shown toward the people of Anmore whether they be coworkers, neighbours or volunteers.


The Anmore Garden Club will continue. We will redirect our energies toward 'growing' in more positive directions.  We recommend that the Council pass a motion to maintain the Spirit Park with regular landscaping and maintenance. 
In conclusion, we again wish to thank the Anmore Village Staff, the Mayor and the members of the current and past councils who have supported us.
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