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In one sense I always think of Anmore as a youngster in the Family of municipalities and societies within this country of ours - a youngster as you will that is beginning to understand its role and responsibilities to a family.  

What Einstein said is current today:  We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if mankind is to survive.
Today we are facing a financial challenge - some say a crisis - and this will require a substantially new manner of thinking, not only with respect to how we acquire and expend resources, but also with respect to the analysis of what is important, and how to maintain those links that bind the integrity of this family - the family of Anmore.

Although people may have a common goals and philosophy this does not mean they all conform to the same ways to achieve those goals - and nor should they.  It is respect for and consideration of the diversity of thinking and of ideas that are absolutely essential components of achieving, and equally important, for sustaining, those goals and aspirations.  

Homogenization of  a society results in a dead society as it does in any complex system and therefore it is essential that the society encourage new ideas for the peaceful and respectful consideration as to how they can be implemented for the good of us all - it must be remembered that the society is the collection of individuals and the sum, and variability of the interests of those individuals is the society.  To talk about Nimbism, the idea that individuals are only interested in their own interest does not always respect the concept that we are all individuals, and all of us want to find solutions that, in sum, are equally solutions for each of us and for all of us, and that these to goals and aspirations - for each of us and for all of us - are not incompatible.

Given this philosophy I believe that Anmore can be a model of the advantage of diversity within the broader society of our province, country and planet and contribute to new ideas as to how we can live together in peace and harmony and at the same time explore new ideas.  

One essential element of this effort that history teaches us is that the youth of our society are where new ideas emerge and develop and sometimes the respect for these new ideas are inhibited by an aging population instead of the integration of experience and so-called wisdom with a new generation of thinking.  

For these reasons I would like to see our community establish a community centre because a community centre is where these ideas can merge through the interaction of all aspects of our community.  And of course a child care centre, owned, organized, volunteered and configured by the community is important to bring together those adult components of our community to establish, at least in part, the future of the children of this community.

The beginning of Anmore, then part of an Un-incorporated Territory called Electoral Area B, of which I was Chair, was an effort for which there was overwhelming support,  to resist incorporation with an existing municipality, for the purpose of development.  

Anmore, in the GVRD plan, was an area that was scheduled for development, even though the people of Anmore wanted to retain the rural characteristic of the area and have independence.  Over a period of years, after incorporation, this devolved to the 'One Acre Concept'.  Subsequently there was agreement to include two zones, Cluster Housing and Comprehensive Development (CD).  Cluster Housing has never been used and CD has been implemented as primarily but not solely as 1/2 acre.  The argument for CD was that it allowed negotiation for increased allocation of 'green space' or for contributions of money to the Municipality.  I always thought of CD as an experiment (my other role in life is as an experimenter in science).  When an experiment is implemented there always has to be a method of determining if the experiment worked, and of course this always requires the argument and counter-arguments that have to be considered.

Therefore I have tried to project what Anmore would look like if CD development was expanded to greater and greater land mass in the Village, including a good deal of private land and Crown land that remains undeveloped.  The One Acre Concept would be drowned.  The counter argument is that each development is the subject of negotiation but the reality is that precedent is important, and should be important, in decisions of the municipality.  Therefore my own disposition is to inhibit or exclude the further use of CD.  However, as I said before, no one should take the position that no argument will make a difference in their thinking - I learned this imperative as a scientist many years ago.

I don't think that most people realize that the zoning just approved for Contryside is unique - it does not exist anywhere else.  The zone allows people to acquire equity in a mobile home park house and land, and set up a community strata.  For those wanting to retain their existing rental status they can and are protected from being asked to move.  The residents are more protected than under the Manufactured Home Park.  No one has done this before and Anmore is a model for this and I am sure it will be adopted by others. 

Finally, I would like to make a few comments about two matters that I believe need to be taken into account: the role of Anmore in conservation of energy, and in the development of alternate energy, and the relationship of this to the current economic climate.

If we can get sufficient support at all levels of Government, and in Anmore, my goal would be to give a tax break to people who have invested in alternate energy.  I would like this policy to be province wide but it may start with Anmore if we have the legislative authority and support from Anmore.

Finally, a comment on the Anmore Alternate Energy Foundation.  This was another Anmore first - which is of considerable interest in other small municipalities.  A Foundation has been set up with representatives from the public, Anmore and others, and controlled by three Councillors of Anmore.  Anmore is protected from any financial obligations but, as a result of the partnership of the foundation and the Alternate Energy Industry the Foundation and the Municipality supports the projects for their contribution to their assets of the municipality, if they choose to accept those assts.  This model has been adopted by the Village of Belcarra and the Foundation will be expanded to include the partnership of Anmore and Belcarra.

In closing let me thank the outgoing Council for their efforts to maintain the Anmore Concept and for their willingness to create secure homes for the people in Countryside Manufacture Home Park, and for all the time effort and personal commitments that were required.

Finally I would like to thank my wife and family for their support and the staff for their commitment to Anmore manifest in so many different ways that it would be difficult to articulate them without a long dissertation.  

An finally, finally I want to say that I very much look forward to working with the new Council, and from time to time, I hope we can also have some fun.

 

 

