REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING JULY 13, 2010 REPORT

Mayor Anderson called the Regular Council Meeting for July 13, 2010 to order at 7:00 p.m., with all members of council present.  A point of order was made and discussed as regards the Village’s Procedures Bylaw and Robert’s Rules of Order.  It was emphasized this meeting, and all future meetings, must be conducted according to the Order.  That being said, the agenda was approved.  There were no comments from the public regarding the agenda, nor comments regarding the adoption of minutes.  Under business arising, a point was again made that the bylaw was not followed when a motion to conclude the last Regular Council Meeting early was made and carried.  The explanation provided was that the last meeting was out of hand and order was not restored.

Congratulations to Sarah Juvik, this year’s recipient of the Dr. Hal Weinberg Scholarship.  Mayor Anderson commended Miss Juvik for outstanding contributions to the Village and active participation in numerous events, including an event Miss Juvik organized at 15 years of age.  Mayor Anderson said Miss Juvik exemplified the scholarship criteria.

A delegation from BC Hydro, Buntzen Lake made a presentation to update Council on the upgrades at the lake.  Ms. Arlene Schwetz, Manager of Community Relations, advised that Hydro is replacing a turbine.  Although water levels are high, the recreation area is not closed, and there are no plans to do so.  Mr. Jamie Mair, Social Resources Specialist, spoke in answer to questions related to summer traffic.  He advised the number of vehicles allowed in to the Park  are limited to ensure emergency vehicles have access.  The lake is policed by the RCMP, with assistance from Hydro staff.  With regard to wildfire management, no open fires are allowed, staff are trained to extinguish small fires, and staff follow Ministry of Forests guidelines.  Staff would call upon the Ministry or the Sasamat Volunteer Fire Department, if necessary.

BC Hydro has provided $10,000 to assist with policing costs, in addition to the weekend patrols budgeted by the RCMP.  Mr. Mair confirmed that Hydro staff update park signage when lots reach capacity.  The signs are located in Port Moody and Anmore.  At this time, there have not been issues with bus or walk-in patrons.

Emergency preparedness plans are in place according to Mr. Chris Weyell, Manager of Asset Management.  Hydro staff is instructed to consult with the lead agency responsible for the particular event.  In case of earthquake, the objective would be to restore infrastructure.  Emergency planning includes tabletop exercises and practicing mock scenarios.  Ms. Schwetz said that Hydro has been working with the City of Coquitlam, the most recent emergency planning tabletop was March 25, 2010.

The two major projects for BC Hydro at present are:

a) Rebuild the lower spillway, which is almost complete, and

b) Turbine replacement.  The turbines are 1950’s era original.

While there are no other major projects identified, a future project might be the Buntzen Tunnel.

Council Committee Reports:

The resolution for the Terms of Reference for the Sustainability Study was carried.

With regard to Development Permits, there was a discussion regarding a previous report prepared by Michael Rosen.  Mr. Rosen said he had previously provided “generic” background information, but would now provide “specific” information in order to move forward.  The resolution to refer the matter to Michael Rosen for a report to council was carried.

Former Council had established a guide of set principals as a “proactive approach” should plans to develop Ioco Lands move forward.  This guide is to be revisited, therefore the resolution was carried.

Michael Rosen spoke about the Parkland Master Plan.  He will provide a report on how Council should proceed as far as obtaining a professional assessment, as well as community opinion.  The idea of whether the consultant would seek input, or whether Council would conduct a survey was discussed. Terms of Reference to include seeking input from residents will be prepared for discussion at a later date.

Mayor Anderson reported that she recently met with Port Moody Mayor Trasolini.  Establishing terms of reference for the discussion of recreation fees, previously put on hold, should resume in September.  Mayor Anderson talked of recent meetings with TransLink/ Minister Shirley Bond, as well as School District 43 meetings with Holly Butterfield.  A tentative date for the new school opening is September 2012.  The Youth Appreciation Dinner went well; with thanks to all involved.  Mayor Anderson commented on the success of the Canada Day celebrations, including the event to thank former Mayor Weinberg for his 30 plus years of service.

Councillor Palmer Isaak echoed Mayor Anderson’s thanks to the Youth Leaders for a successful dinner and thanked the Sasamat Volunteer Fire Department (SVFD) Association for sharing their large barbeque with the Youth Group for their fund raising on Canada Day. Ms Palmer-Issak also reported on an idea from the President of the SVFD Association, Mr. Rob Schofield, to incorporate Ma Murray Days with the Terry Fox Run, scheduled for September 19th. 

Inresponse to a question from Councillor Sedergreen, an explanation of how the Sasamat Volunteer Fire Department receives credit for volunteer hours of service was provided by Councillor Piamonte. It should be noted the SVFD normally has 4 major local events to accumulate these hours. One is Canada Day. These events are critical in order to obtain funds to purchase items needed by the firefighters. The British Columbia Lottery Corporation Fund provides grants based on the hours worked and funds raised by volunteers. These grants are used to buy firefighting equipment for the Villages of Anmore and Belcarra. Mayor Anderson suggested sharing fundraising events among the various Anmore volunteer groups.

Councillor Piamonte reported on the Translink meeting with Minister Shirley Bond. He indicated that she had somewhat of a carrot and stick approach to the funding of the Skytrain Evergreen Line. The carrot was that Metro Vancouver communities, unlike in the rest of BC, do not pay for hospital services so they should contribute tax dollars to Translink for development of the Metro Vancouver transportation network. 
The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO), Howard Carley, reported that the water main construction along East Road is coming along well. It is on-time and on-budget. He expects the contractor to complete the work within the next five days and the area to be back to normal within two weeks. He also expects a fire ban very shortly. At the request of Councillor Sedergreen, the CAO will look into the possibility of getting the signs that gauge the level of fire danger. 
Editor’s Note: For new provincial rules on bonfires, barbeques, and fire pits please check out the Health and Safety tab on the Anmore Alternative News menu to the left on the website.

After correspondence was received, a discussion of parking on the north-side of Ravenswood ensued. A number of Ravenswood residents spoke. Some were concerned about their neighbours using the street for extra personal parking. The purpose of the parking, as determined at an earlier meeting of Council with Ravenswood residents, was parking was to be for resident’s guests. Councillor Piamonte suggested giving residents guest passes to put on their windshields to differentiate visitors from overflow people going to Buntzen Lake. Mayor Anderson, and Councillors Palmer-Isaak and McEwen were not in favour with this proposal, instead a resolution to post signs that say “Temporary Parking - Residents Only” was passed. 
Planning consultant, Michael Rosen, presented three options for the size of allowable lot for a sub-division for family members. This was precipitated by the request from the West family to subdivide for their daughter. The options presented by Mr. Rosen were that Council could: i) have the first reading of a by-law change to reduce the size of the parent parcel from 2 acres to 1.8 acres (consistent with the Local Government Act) and then refer this to the Advisory Planning Commission (APC) for further advice, ii) go directly to a public meeting on the proposed by-law changes, iii) revise the proposed by-law changes. The Council chose to pass a first reading of the amended bylaw and to refer the proposed by-law change to the APC with Michael Rosen and at least one Council member at the APC meeting to provide the context of essential information from in-camera meetings for informed APC deliberation.
Next on the agenda, Councillor Piamonte was to elaborate on some background material on the Anmore Renewable Energy Foundation (AREF) relative to a motion from Councillor Sedergreen at the June 22nd Regular Council meeting. 

Editor’s Note: When Councillors McEwen and Palmer-Isaak did not recuse themselves from the discussion of the proposed motion at the June 22nd regular council meeting (they had resigned from their positions as Trustees of the AREF along with the AREF Chair, former Mayor Weinberg, in September 2009 when the Foundation ceased operation) Councillor Piamonte called a point of order. Mayor Anderson did not rule on the point of order but rather Mayor Anderson, and Councillors Palmer-Isaak and McEwen made a motion to end the meeting and not go to Public Question Period.
At this July 13th  meeting of Council, Councillor Piamonte was not able to make his presentation. Before he could begin to speak, Councillor McEwen made a motion that since Western Economic Development Canada is seeking a legal opinion on the potential liability to the Village of the now defunct AREF, it would not be in the best interest of the Council to move forward on this topic. Councillor Piamonte called a point of order because Councillors Palmer-Isaak and McEwen had once again not recused themselves. The Mayor did not deal with this instead she argued that it was up to the Councillors to decide on whether or not to recuse themselves. Mayor Anderson and Councillors Palmer-Isaak and McEwen voted in favour of tabling the item until after the legal opinion from WEDC.

Editor’s Note: The information pieces from Councillor Piamonte will be posted on the Anmore Alternative Weekend edition under the AREF menu tab.

The next item on the Agenda came from Anmore Planning Consultant, Michael Rosen. He indicated that there will likely be a development tax levy in Anmore for six new schools in SD-43.

All members of Council are scheduled to attend the Union of British Columbia Municipalities conference to be held the last week in September at Whistler.

On the topic of Spirit Park maintenance, the Garden Club has decided to reduce their clean-up of Spirit Park to once a year. Councillor Palmer Isaak thanked the Garden Club volunteers for their efforts. Councillor Sedergreen asked the CAO Howard Carley to reconfirm that there is a budget item of $2000 for park maintenance. Council voted to award former Anmore contract employee, Lori Ludlow the contract to do the clean-up the other three times. Her fee will be $350 -$375 per time.

Howard Carley, Anmore CAO and approving officer, will proceed with the contract for the Mossom Creek water pipe.

In the Public Question Period, a relatively new resident of Anmore, Mr. Froese from 100 Strong Road, criticized Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen for not attending the Canada Day celebrations. Councillor Piamonte explained that over the last 12 years of living in Anmore, he has made it a personal priority to attend all adult events in Anmore. This year, however, his daughter and family from Italy were visiting and it was his grandson’s 3rd birthday. 
Linda Weinberg complained about ‘cutsie’ reporting on the bear situation in Anmore and she indicated that the bears are very dangerous. She said that she followed a rogue black bear up and down Sugar Mountain Way as he went through yards and across decks and even tried to break into cars. Tracy Green indicated that she was on the phone all day to reach the Conservation Officer. She said that Coquitlam Bear Aware is trying to capture the Anmore bears and a bear cage has been set. 
The meeting was adjourned around 9:30.

Editor’s Note: The Chair did not check continuous loud talking and commentary by several residents throughout the Council Meeting. This made it very difficult for reporters to hear the Council proceedings. 
