Report on the June 8, 2010 Anmore Council Meeting

Mayor Heather Anderson called the meeting to order shortly after 7:00. Councillors Sedergreen, McEwen, and Palmer-Isaak were present, as were Planning Consultant Michael Rosen, Anmore Manager of Corporate Services, Karen-Ann Cobb, and Chief Administrative Officer, Howard Carley. Councillor Piamonte was unable to attend from his remote location in Ontario. Approximately 15 residents waited patiently for an earlier meeting of Council with Engineering Consultant Max Coupland and Anmore Manager of Public Works, Tim Harris to finish before being allowed into the Council Chamber.

The agenda was unanimously approved, after three items were added. A letter from Councillor Piamonte (attached) in response to Linda Weinberg’s letter (appended to the June 8th Council Agenda) and a letter from Naomi Koit in favour of changing the name of the Village sponsored scholarship back to the Dr. Hal Weinberg Scholarship were added under correspondence received. As well, an item on Water Main Tendering was added under Unfinished Business.

The minutes of the May 25th Regular Council meeting and the Minutes of the May 25th Public Hearing were approved. In the Public Question Period at the end of the meeting, in response to questions from two Anmore residents, Andrew Robertson and Elaine Willis, it was explained that their comments had been included only in the Public Hearing minutes. Questions and comments from the public will continue to be excluded in regular Council Minutes.

The first of three delegations to Council was a delightful group of young people from Anmore Elementary School wishing to engage the Village of Anmore in a program to recycle kitchen waste. They made a very convincing presentation of the impact a Village of 600 homes can have on reducing the amount of waste going into the landfill. The students brought a $100 - $150 ‘green cone’ to demonstrate one possible solution for each house in Anmore.  Mayor Anderson congratulated the children and invited them to join a Family-Focused Environment Working Group which she is proposing.



The second delegation was by retiring Executive Director, Joanne Granek, and Board Chair, John Wolff, from SHARE Family and Community Services. They have been providing updates and expressing appreciation to all municipal councils in the Tri-city area. Reporting on the past year, Ms. Granek said that SHARE has had 120 stable staff, 1,000 volunteers contributing over 45,000 volunteer hours donated. She expressed thanks to the community for supporting the food bank in times of economic difficulty and expressed regret that the Crisis Line had to be closed. SHARE is also looking for synergies with existing community projects in their efforts to create a Tricity Children’s Centre. 

The third delegation was actually a single person requesting that Council rescind the Finance Committee proposal to change the name of the Dr. Hal Weinberg Scholarship to the Village of Anmore Scholarship by Anmore resident Denny Arsene. He reported that the name change happened over confusion over who pays for the scholarship. 

Recently the scholarship money has been coming from the Village budget and not from fundraising or donation. It was reported that former Mayor Weinberg had asked that his name be removed from the scholarship. Council was reminded that all Council members are members of the Finance Committee and only Councillor Palmer-Isaak was opposed to the name change. Mr. Arsene’s request has been deferred to the June 15th regular council meeting. A letter from Naomi Koit supporting this request will be included.

Under the Mayor’s Report, Mayor Anderson reported that she had met with MLA Iain Black and SD-43 Superintendent Tom Grant. Mr. Grant reported that the Middle School will be in Port Moody and the construction schedule is 18 months behind. Mayor Anderson also indicated that the school will likely be a community learning centre available for community purposes. Mayor Anderson also reported that the Daycare Working Group is working on the revised needs assessment asked for by the Ministry and a request for proposals is being prepared. As well, she indicated that after meeting with the Emergency Preparedness Committee she will request that funds be committed to proving a suitable container and the ongoing maintenance of emergency supplies.

A report from the Anmore Environment, Youth and Social Standing Committee is included with the June 8th Council Meeting Agenda. Councillor Palmer-Isaak also invited people to the Canada Day Celebrations where the Youth group will also be selling hotdogs to raise funds.

Under Correspondence, a letter from Mrs. Linda Weinberg “protesting the dissemination of information by a Council committee through a private website run by the wife of a Council member” was discussed. Mrs. Weinberg was complaining about a Block Watch report which was posted on the Anmore Alternative. 

Councillor Sedergreen, a member of the Emergency Preparedness Committee, told Mrs. Weinberg that Block Watch is not a Village Committee and that it reports directly to the RCMP. He also reminded her that although she quit the Emergency Preparedness Working Group after the first meeting, she is very welcome to attend any of their meetings. Councillor Piamonte wrote the appended response to Mrs. Weinberg’s letter. He told her that the Anmore Alternative editor on that day had found the Block Watch newsletter at www.blockwatch.com.

Under unfinished business, Planning Consultant Michael Rosen, reviewed the history of the West subdivision application. The item has been tabled until all members of council are available.

The Council meeting was suspended and a resident was asked to leave when he repeatedly asked how acre, half acre, and smaller parcels continued to exist in Anmore. Mayor Anderson repeatedly explained that in 2002 residents had voted to keep acre zoning except for in Comprehensive Development Zones.[footnoteRef:1] The Council meeting reconvened when the resident left the meeting. [1: 1 The 2002 Anmore Referendum Lot Size had four options a) maintaining an acre minimum size in RS-1 zones, b) maintaining and requiring enhancements on one acre lots, c) allowing a half-acre subdivision every five years, d) moving to a half acre minimum size lot.   

The Referendum Results were:
70% voted in favour of maintaining the existing zoning RS-1 one acre zoning
70% voted in favour of the one-acre zoning with further enhancements
77% voted against half acre zoning, and 
67% voted against a half acre every five years. 

] 


The next issue of unfinished business was the Lock Subdivision proposal re: Parkland Dedication Options.  Planning consultant, Michael Rosen, told Council that the developer had revised his offer of dedicated land and was also prepared to offer cash.  Councillor Palmer Isaak expressed strong support for the offer. Councillor McEwen indicated that he had promised to walk the land before making a decision and that he would like to see Council develop standard policies for the dedication of parkland. 

Councillor Sedergreen expressed concern about the steep slopes and possible impacts on Mossom Creek Fish Hatchery. He urged all members of Council to walk the land before rendering any decision on the proposed parkland dedication as he had done. He also asked Mayor Anderson to remove herself from the discussions since her family has pecuniary interests in the road to be built through this proposed development as shown on the maps provided. She explained she did not need to do so saying that this was about parkland dedication and not about roads. Further action was deferred until all Council members and others had a chance to see the land.

The final piece of Unfinished Business was a request by the CAO Howard Carley to rescale a request for proposals for a Water Main on East Road due to insufficient available funds. The lowest bidder on the initial Water Main Tender was not willing to readjust the bid given the reduced funding available from the Village. Council approved this request. 

Under New Business, Mayor Anderson announced her intention to propose a further new working group on Recreation Services under the leadership of Councillor McEwen. This group would work with the Anmore Recreation and Leisure Association.

As well, Karen-Ann Cobb, Manager of Corporate Services, requested that Council quickly approve a grant to CERA – Communities Embracing Restorative Action (a group that helps keep youth out of the court system). She assured Council that the group has provided very detailed financial reports and accounting.

As the final item before public question period, Council coordinated schedules for the summer. Council meetings are planned for July 13, and August 10 and 24. After several short questions from the public, the meeting adjourned around 9:30.
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