Report on Anmore Council Meeting March 30, 2010
Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Councillors Sedergreen, McEwen, and Piamonte, Village staff CAO Howard Carley, Manager of Public Works Tim Harris, and Engineering consultant Max Coupland, as well as approximately 20 residents were in attendance.
The agenda and the Minutes for the Regular Council Meetings of February 23rd and March 9th were approved. However, staff will change the missing identification of Question Period speakers from anonymous to i) Leah Weinberg, ii) Andrew Robertson, and iii) Al Harmer. There was no business arising from the Minutes.
A proposed delegation of Mr. Willi Isaak et al was cancelled. Instead, Engineering Consultant Max Coupland gave an update on the status of the Pump Station and Uplands Development. Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak left the meeting and Councillor Piamonte took over the Chair.  Councillor Piamonte reminded the assembled people of the ‘No Scent’ policy in the Village Hall. 

Returning to the issue at hand, Engineering consultant, Mr. Max Coupland indicated that the pump house should have final approvals and be fully operational within the next couple of weeks.

Mr. Paul Lockwood of 1098 Uplands Drive requested that Council relax the ‘No Build’ requirement so that he can build his home. He expressed concern that there are already three occupied residences and another house being built on ‘spec’ and yet he was not able to build. Councillor McEwen indicated that the resident should have known about the situation when he bought the property.
Ms Sue Butterton of Uplands Drive sent in a letter requesting that the builder adhere to the original agreement relative to the camouflage of the pump house with such things as the size of the trees and the naturalizing of the roof.
Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen expressed confidence in the staff to conduct the affairs of the Village. Council did not initiate any action since Max Coupland indicated that the pump house should be fully approved and operational in the next couple of weeks. With no more questions on the Pump Station and Upland’s Development, Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak returned to continue chairing the meeting.
With reference to Tabled Items, Councillor McEwen indicated that Translink would likely be making a presentation on April 13th re: the East Road Truck restrictions. A motion to remove the tabled item on the creation of a Task Force to investigate the Anmore Renewable Energy Foundation was defeated.
A resolution from the Finance Committee “that on the recommendation of the Finance Committee, the $10,000 community grant allocation budget remain in the 2010 Five Year Financial Plan subject to Council approving specific individual grants to community associations and organizations before it is spent’ was defeated, with Councillors Piamonte and Sedergreen opposed. Councillor Piamonte explained that the whole budget has not been presented and will come forward again, hopefully with further options and further reflections.

Residents Pam Blackman and Larry Barron both expressed concern that the Village would not have time to meet the provincial deadline for budget approval. Elaine Willis asked if the legal opinion that Council has requested about the Anmore Times would also be a consideration in the further discussion. 
Councillor Piamonte gave Council a written report on the status of the Emergency Preparedness Committee for inclusion in the official Minutes of this Council Meeting. (link provided)
Under Councillors Reports, Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak brought forth a draft letter to the Ministry of Children and Family Services from the Council on behalf of the Daycare Working Group. The contract with the Ministry requires that any significant change in the plans have written approval. The Recipient will not, without prior written consent of the Province, make any material change in or to the Project or the Budget, Plans and Specifications or Project Schedule.

Daycare Working Group co-chairs, Robert Tribe and Tracy Green, endorsed sending the letter. Mr. Tribe indicated that if the Ministry approves the changes, there will need to be a financial commitment to develop the business plan, architectural drawings, specifications for site development, and the requirements for the tendering process. He also said that it will be necessary to determine who is “on the hook” for potential cost over-runs and how to pass over the responsibility without ongoing Village liability. Councillor McEwen proposed setting up a Construction Committee to deal with these issues.

There was some discussion about who would be responsible for the long-term management and operations of such a facility. Tracy Green indicated that two not-for-profit organizations are available to assume the responsibility. Council unanimously approved sending this letter. (link provided)
Councillor Piamonte made a report on the Union of BC Municipalities Workshop on Electoral Reform. One of the items on the agenda was the eligibility of employees to run for election. Anmore was given as the example. Council received the written report on this workshop. (link provided)
Council approved a request from the Village Administrator that an application be made for a $58,000 grant to help finance the Mossom Creek culvert for East Road.

Council approved a resolution that Anmore proclaim April 2010 the Canadian Cancer Society’s Daffodil month and April 9th as “Daffodil Day.” As well, April 28th was proclaimed as ‘A Day of Mourning for Workers Killed or Injured on the Job” in response to a request from the New Westminster District Labour Council.
Council approved Bylaw 493-2010 to amend water rates from $1.22 to $1.27 per cubic meter.

There was no unfinished business. Under new business, a letter was received from Karen-Ann Cobb, Manager of Corporate Services relative to a comparative look at other municipalities’ policies re: Council Meetings and Question Period. This item was deferred since Ms Cobb was not at the meeting. 
In response to in item raised by Councillor Sedergreen, Council approved a move to skeleton minutes. Councillor Piamonte indicated that when Council has policies in place relative to civility and decorum, there will likely be less need for verbatim minutes.

A request from the Finance Committee for a legal opinion was approved unanimously. The resolution stated: 

“That on the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Council requests that the document submitted by Mr. Larry Barron regarding the 2010 Anmore Times grant request be forwarded to the Village solicitor for opinion. 

And further as part of the Village Solicitor’s Review consideration also be given to the issuing of local community grants by Council in general.”

Further to the earlier topics, in Question Period Pam Blackman asked about a line item of $12,000 in the budget for the by-election to replace Mayor Weinberg who resigned on Dec. 31, 2009. It was explained that this includes staff. The last election cost $9,200. As well, 
Ms. Karen Palmer asked how much the Village solicitor charges for a legal opinion. CAO Howard Carley indicated a rate of $185/hr.
With no more questions from the floor, Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak then adjourned the meeting.
