Report on the October 27, 2009 Anmore Council Meeting

All members of Council were in attendance as the meeting was called to order by the mayor. A hearing on the by-law to re-zone Lots 15 and 16 off Ravenswood from a Comprehensive Development zone (CD-4) to Civic Institutional (P-1) preceded the regular Council meeting. Council chamber was filled to overflowing with residents for both meetings. 

Dr. Weinberg set out the rules for speaking at the Hearing. He stated that the Council was there to listen and that speakers should speak only to the particular by-law being discussed. A number of speakers then proceeded to speak about the need for a daycare centre and the concomitant need to rezone the lots. 
The regular Council meeting started with Councillor Palmer-Isaak asking to move the final vote on the rezoning of the bylaw up to the beginning. This time, all of the Councillors, except Dr. Sedergreen, voted in favour of the re-zoning. Councillor Sedergreen explained that he thought that the approach was backwards – first you do your due diligence and then you rezone.
Councillor Piamonte who indicated that he was in favour of proceeding with a daycare – but in a prudent and fiscally responsible way introduced the following resolution:
“Moved that Council set up a Day Care Working Group that would include in its Terms of Reference the following:

· to investigate the current need for a day care, 

· to determine whether it is desired by the Village as a whole.

If determined to be so,  

· to carry out a due diligence study to determine the financial viability of the day care so that the Village will not  be held financially responsible 

· to ensure that day care fees will be set at a level to ensure that all residents of Anmore will be able to afford them.”
Councillor Palmer-Isaak asked that the resolution be tabled. In response to a comment from the floor that the majority in the referendum had chosen not to go down the daycare road, Councillor McEwen said that all he had seen was overwhelming support for it. Councillor Sedergreen supported Councillor Piamonte’s resolution and further called for prudence in the spending of tax dollars. Councillor Palmer-Isaak said that this resolution was merely a stall tactic. Mr. Weinberg’s alternate proposal for a Daycare Working Group with terms of reference developed by Council was ultimately accepted.
The next item on the agenda was a large delegation from the Garden Club. They returned the $1,000 grant that the Village had approved and said that they would no longer be weeding Spirit Park. It appeared that members were upset by the need to account for their spending. The delegation marched out en masse when Dr. Sedergreen mentioned not wanting public funds spent on wine and cheese.
In the Reports from Council, Dr. Weinberg told of an upcoming meeting with Port Moody. Councillor Palmer-Isaak invited residents to the Halloween Fireworks at 8:00. (7:30 hot chocolate). Councillor Piamonte reported on an excellent beginning for the newly established Emergency Preparedness Working Group. 

Mr. Carley, the Village Chief Administrative Officer, reported the first paving of the Sunnyside end of East Road. He explained that there will be further paving in the Spring. He also reported that the conversion of Countryside Village to a Strata had been approved and that it had been sent to the Land Registration Office.

A number of pieces of correspondence were received. Although it was already on the public record attached to the agenda, a letter from Denny Arsene of 104 Deer Lane was not received. Dr. Sedergreen indicated that he had talked to his lawyer about the potentially slanderous nature of its content. 
Although a letter from Donna Webber of Fern Drive had been sent to each Council member by e-mail and sent to the Village Hall by fax, it was not included in the package. Ms Webber read her letter to mayor and council in which she thanked Councillor Piamonte for his voluntary service to the community as a SVFD fireperson and first responder and bemoaned the fact that Mayor Weinberg, in his capacity as Chair, had not checked the rude attack on the Councillor at the previous meeting. In her letter she reminded Councillor McEwen than Revenue Canada allows volunteers a $1,000 exemption for tax purposes. 

Following Ms Webber’s letter, a number of residents spoke about the need for the Chair to exercise unbiased control of Council meetings. There was a call for Dr. Weinberg to recognize all residents wishing to speak and to control the inappropriate comments and rude outbursts on the part of both council members and the residents. 
The last item on the agenda pertained to the need to respond to provincial Bill 27 on Green House Gas Emissions. Michael Rosen, Planning Consultant to the Village, explained that Anmore must incorporate a plan for green house gas reductions into the Official Community Plan by May 2010. Council unanimously agreed to ask the Standing Committee on the Environment and the Advisory Planning Commission to work together on developing this plan.
