Report on the May 11, 2010 Anmore Council Meeting
Acting Mayor Councillor Kerri Palmer-Isaak called the meeting to order at 7:00. All Councillors were in attendance, however Councillor Piamonte was there via Skype because he was attending a funeral in Ottawa. Even though there was a Vancouver Canucks playoff game, approximately 20 residents were also in attendance. Karen-Ann Cobb, Manager of Corporate Services, Sharleen Karamanian, Manager of Financial Services, and Max Coupland, Engineering consultant, were also in attendance.
While the agenda was unanimously approved, Councillor Piamonte had several questions to start the meeting. The first question pertained to the authority for removing the ‘no build’ covenant on Uplands Drive. Councillor McEwen took over as acting mayor when Councillor Palmer-Isaak excused herself because of potential conflict of interest in this topic. Max Coupland, reported that the technical requirements for the pump house had been completed and approved. An $800,000 bond had been posted by Mr. Isaak, the developer, for the naturalizing, trees, and the required finishing touches on the facility.
Secondly, Councillor Piamonte asked if there had been a response to the letter to the Ministry of Children and Family Development to reaffirm that the grant for the Anmore Daycare was still valid. Karen- Ann Cobb, Manager of Corporate Services said that no response had been received.
Councillor Piamonte further asked if the Translink MRN $58,000 grant application for a culvert crossing Mossom Creek had been approved . Ms Cobb indicated that a grant application had been made and the Village would likely know sometime in June. There was also a question about who authorized the construction of the recent speed bump at East and Strong Roads. Staff reported that the speed bump was just the beginning of a raised pedestrian cross-walk.

Under the Mayor’s Report, Councillor Palmer-Isaak reported that BC Hydro was replacing a turbine in the Buntzen Lake pump house and that there would be restricted access to some of the areas at Buntzen Lake probably starting in June. This work is expected to impact a number of visitor areas including both South and North Beaches.
Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak indicated that BC Hydro had also provided a $10,000 grant to help Anmore with policing requirements re: larger traffic volume through Anmore to get to Buntzen Lake.

Acting Mayor Palmer-Isaak also reported that SD-43 trustees are considering a user-pay formula for school bussing.

Anmore Financial Plan Bylaw 495-2010, Anmore Tax rates Bylaw No. 496- 2010, and Anmore parcel Tax Amending By-law No. 497-2010 were passed. 
The Village staff insisted that any discussion of the Ombudsman’s report on the West property subdivision request must be held in-camera. Ms Karen Ann Cobb, Manager of Corporate Services, cited a number of sources to support this position. Councillor Sedergreen said that while the discussion of the Ombudsman’s report on the West property could be held in-camera, the document should be in the public domain. Although Ms. Judy West was in attendance and offered the Ombudsman’s report to Mayoral candidate, Heather Anderson, she declined the offer.

In discussing the Anmore Financial Plan and Budget, a very vocal 25 year Anmore resident, Mr. Christie of Sunnyside Road expressed concern about the long-term financial viability of Anmore. He raised numerous concerns about such things in the Financial Reports as: large computer costs, ongoing infrastructure maintenance, replacement costs, recycling inequities, and the renting of vehicles. 
Mayoral candidate, Heather Anderson, also had several questions of clarification for the Anmore Manager of Financial Services, Ms Sharleen Karamanian. In response to her question on mill rate, Ms. Karamanian was unable to confirm that Anmore had the lowest mill rate in Metro Vancouver. Mr. Christie of Sunnyside Road said that it didn’t really matter anyway because Anmore residents got no services for what they were paying.
In discussing the Anmore Financial Plan and Budget, Councillors McEwen and Palmer-Isaak praised Council for putting 4% of the budget into reserve.  Mr. Christie asked why the computer expenditures were so high ($37,000 expenses, $27,000 capital – software/computers). Staff explained that everyone now had a computer and that financial software had been purchased.  Mr. Christie also questioned the $757 per annum being spent for document destruction services. He felt a $50 machine would be cheaper and wondered exactly what was being shredded for such a large amount of money. 

In the public question period, Linda Weinberg continued her questioning of the Emergency Preparedness Working Group. Mrs. Weinberg wanted to know why there had been no public engagement during Emergency Preparedness Week – May 2-8, 2010. Mrs. Weinberg was initially a member of this Committee but quit after the first week due to other time commitments.

Councillor Piamonte explained that because of a number of other community priorities during Emergency Preparedness Week that the Committee had decided to communicate through the media and have a major event a little later. He reported that the Village of Anmore staff had been briefed and brochures were made available in the Village Hall. The Emergency Preparedness Working Group also had information posted on the Village of Anmore website and on the Anmore Alternative. Councillor Piamonte initially said the Anmore Times rather than the Village website but corrected himself. He also reported that Local Heroes courses on Emergency Preparedness Planning were being planned for Anmore in the Fall.
Also in Question Period, the staff and members of the Finance Committee were complimented on their efforts on behalf of the Village. The meeting then adjourned. Another meeting for the fourth reading of the budget will be held at 6:00 on Thursday May 13th.
