Day Care in Anmore

The defeat of the referendum, which sought approval to borrow additional monies for a Day Care facility, has not dampened the enthusiasm of its proponents. In fact at the first full meeting after the election Mayor Weinberg asked council what we were going to do to resurrect it. He suggested a subsequent meeting with just three of the committee members who had been driving the original proposal, and it was understood that this was to be an informal meeting for the purposes of 'gathering information'.

In fact the meeting was heavily stacked with persons who had been pushing for a day care, and it had not been generally announced to the public that this would be a major talking point on the agenda. As a result, no one with alternative perspectives was invited or present, even though this was a public meeting. 

After much unproductive discussion as to why the referendum failed, it was concluded that there were likely multiple reasons, and that they were not necessarily limited to the additional burden on tax payers. Although one of the councillors offered to devise a survey of community opinion on the matter, this was never accomplished.


During the intervening period the issue has been raised on several occasions including at a Finance Committee meeting. On every occasion the Mayor has been trying to instil an overwhelming sense of urgency, that if we didn't do something almost immediately we were going to lose the approximately half million grant from the provincial government. 

I put a direct question to the Mayor at a full council meeting on May 12th as to exactly what was the deadline - if any - for using the grant. The question and the Mayor’s response can be seen and heard on You Tube at


 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpReFJhjUu4
but the bottom line is that there is no deadline to use the grant money.

So where are we at now?

Well, there is indeed a grant still available from the provincial government for the purposes of building a day care facility. What now remains to be decided how best to use this grant. Such decisions should be made thoughtfully and unemotionally, and without undue artificial pressure.

The provincial grant money is there and my role as your councillor is to make sure that it is spent in a manner most appropriate to its intended use in provision of day care amenities. I pledge to support that objective.

The question remains the as to whether and/or it should fall to the 'owners' of the Village - you the residents - donate further to the value of the grant either by additional financing or by contribution in kind.  The residents and the Village have many needs which are at times competing for cash and attention. The Village finances are in a desperate state, and we are in danger of not being able to fulfill minimal infrastructure needs. Clearly our first duty must be to ensure that needs are met by order of priority.
It has been proposed that the Day Care be situated on one of several prime pieces of real estate owned by the Village (i.e. owned by you, the residents). Now we can look at the 'value' of the real estate in two ways: on the one hand the land has an intrinsic cash value to the residents of the Village amounting to around $600K to $800K per acre. 

This is money that, theoretically at least, can be realised to lessen the Village's perilous financial situation. (I'm not necessarily recommending that - I'm just stating it's a possibility). 

On the other hand we may decide that we want to maintain and use that land, to provide amenities to the residents. Such amenities may possibly include a day care facility, but there may be other uses that would be to the greater advantage of a larger number of residents. Such uses may include sports fields and other recreational facilities, or other, as yet undisclosed suggestions.
It is my belief that, if we decide that we want to maintain and use that land, then it should be done in such a way as to provide benefit to the maximum number of residents.

The proposed Day care would have provided benefit to only 45 children at any one time. On the basis of a complete annual turnover of intake (an unlikely situation) a maximum of 45 residents per year would enjoy a direct benefit from the facility. The real numbers would in fact be less, for reasons I will explain.
Registration would not be limited to Anmore residents, meaning that children from other communities such as Port Moody, which has been less than friendly in sharing its own facilities with Anmore, would be accommodated. Why would we be providing this to Port Moody residents?

In addition, it is likely that any child entering the day care for one year would be enrolled for more than one year - possibly two or three. This would have the effect of further limiting access to other Anmore residents. An approximate estimate of the number of children in Anmore exceeds 300.


Does it make sense to provide a community asset worth more than a half million dollars to the use of far fewer than 45 Anmore children annually? In my opinion it does not. It makes more sense to create resources that benefit the maximum number of residents. But I am willing to be persuaded by reasoned argument and debate – not by emotional rhetoric and pressure tactics.
Councillor Chris Sedergreen.

