SMOKE ALARMS -LOCATION, INSTALLATION, TESTING
AND CLEANING

« Read and foliow the manufacturer's instructions carefuily.
« For best performance, an alarm should be mounted on the ceiling near the centre of the
room, hall or stairway, and at the head of each stairway leading to an occupied area.

« Optimum location for wall mounts is at least 15 c¢m (6 inches) from the ceiling but not
more than 30 cm (19 inches) from it.

Avoid installing where the temperature is less than 50C (41°F) or exceeds 48°C (119°F)

Keep alarms away from doors and windows.

Never locate an alarm in front of an air register, fans or vents.

Keep alarms at feast 60 cm (2 feet) from any corner.

Don’t recess an alarm.

Smoke alarms in rooms with ceiling slopes greater than 30 cm {one foot) rise per 2.4 m
(eight feet) horizontally should be located on the high side of the room.

» Avoid locating an alarm at the peak of an "A" frame type ceiling.

» Never paint a smoke alarm.

» Keep alarms 60 to 90 cm (two to three feet) away from light fixtures.

When having an alarm connected into the electrical wiring system of a
house you should:

« Use a qualified electrical contractor.

« Never install the atarm in the electrical circuit except at the main panel. Alarms must
also never be installed in a circuit connected to an on/oft switch.

« Check the alarm when installation is complete.

Mark your calendar: Testing & Cleaning

Test your smoke alarm monthly and clean it every 6 months. Mark it on your calendar so that
you don't forget. Things to remember when testing your smoke alarm:

Ensure that power is being transmitted to the alarm and that it will activate in the
presence of smoke.
Test your smoke alarm by pressing the test button.
Even alarms with a pifot light that indicate power is being transmitted, should be tested
regularly.
Battery-operated smoke alarms will warn you when batteries need replacing. Despite
this, make it a habit to change the batteries yearly.
« When you've been away from home for a few days, check your alarm on your retum to
ensure it is working properly.
« Remember, your smoke alarm can’t protect you if the batteries have been removed or a
plug has been disconnected.
« The lifespan of a typical smoke alarm is about 10 years, but some models last as little as
5 years.
« To clean the alarm, open the cover and gently vacuum the interior of it. Frequently, the
alarm will sound while the unit is being cleaned.

"#’ Fire Prevention Canada ‘ﬁ-’

Warking with the private and public sectors to achieve fire safety through education.



WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT SMOKE ALARMS

(Please circle one or more of the correct statements)

1. The minimum number of smoke alarms needed in a home are:
2 one on each level b. one for the main floor
c. none d wo
2. The best place to locate smoke alarms in your home is:
a hallway ceiling outside sleeping area b. dining area
c. inside of front entrance to your home d. none
3. Smoke alarms can be expected to last for:
a. 8-12years b. 13- 19years
c. 20-25years d indefinitely
4. Smoke alarms need to be tested to:
a. make sure they're working b. check if the battery has power
c. check if the smoke alarm is faulty d. a,b&c
5. Smoke alarms should be tested:
a. once a year b. weekly
c. monthly d. b. &c.
6. The BEST way to test a smnoke alarm is to:
a. burn toast b. use smoke from a burning
string
c. push the test button d use an open flame
R Smoke alarms should be cleaned:
a. once a year b. twice a year
c. monthly d. weekly
8. Cleaning of sinoke alarms is:
a. necessary to remove dust, c. required by law
grease and cobwebs
b. unnecessary d. to make the alarm look nice
9. When making a fire escape plan:
a. parents should make the plan and inform chiidren later
b. involve the entire family to get everyone's opinion
c. consider the needs of the handicapped, infants, etc
d. b.& c.
10, After making your fire escape plan:
a. file it away b. practice fire escape plan with
family
c. post it in a prominent place d. b. &c.
11. ‘When the smoke alarm sounds to alert you to 2 fire danger:
a. get completely dressed b. get everyone out quickly, and
stay out
c. gather valuables before ieaving d. disconnect it
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON SMOKE ALARMS
1 a. one on each level 6. b. use smoke from a burning string
2. a. hatlway ceiling outside sleeping area 7. a. once a year
3. a. 8-12 years 8. a. necessary to remove dust, grease and cobwebs
4, d. 9. d.
5. d. weekly or monthly i d.
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b. get everyone out quickly, and stay out.




